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of the new markets was China, and the archives of a pioneer-
ing firm Jardine Mathieson) have made possible a thorough
description of those beginnings.885 The story of another busi-
ness similarly engaged continues the story.886 Several useful
books have been written about the splendidly active shipping
concerns of Victorian England.887 The indefatigable Briggs
contributes the model history of a large department store.888
Another type of multiple shop - food-retailing chains - is
studied by Mathias.8S9 These are among the signs that the
end of the individual enterprise was drawing close; Payne
opens a very necessary assault on the problem of mergers and
giant companies.890

Apart from the books on trade unionism, which have already
been mentioned,891 little has been written about the history
of labour, though attention may in general be drawn to a
specialist periodical. The British Journal of Labour History.
Hobsbawm's interesting collection of articles touches in the
main on the least known aspects of the working classes.892
Pollard provides a chronicle of the workers employed in a
town equipped with mixed industries; he covers the years
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